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~ The MAILING DATE of this communication appears on the cover sheet with the correspondence address- 

All claims being allowable, PROSECUTION ON THE MERITS IS (OR REMAINS) CLOSED in this application. If not included 
herewith (or previously mailed), a Notice of Allowance (PTOL-85) or other appropriate communication will be mailed in due course. THIS 
NOTICE OF ALLOWABILITY IS NOT A GRANT OF PATENT RIGHTS. This application is subject to withdrawal from issue at the initiative 
of the Office or upon petition by the applicant. See 37 CFR 1.313 and MPEP 1308. 

1 . K| This communication is responsive to the Request for Continued Examination {RCE) filed 3/15/2011 . 

2. ^ The allowed claim(s) is/are 1-58 . 

3. □ Acknowledgment is made of a claim for foreign priority under 35 U.S.C. § 1 1 9(a)-(d) or (f). 

a) □ All b) □ Some* c) □ None of the: 

1 . Q Certified copies of the priority documents have been received. 

2. Q Certified copies of the priority documents have been received in Application No. . 

3. O Copies of the certified copies of the priority documents have been received in this national stage application from the 

International Bureau (PCT Rule 17.2(a)). 
* Certified copies not received: . 

Applicant has THREE MONTHS FROM THE "MAILING DATE" of this communication to file a reply complying with the requirements 
noted below. Failure to timely comply will result in ABANDONMENT of this application. 
THIS THREE-MONTH PERIOD IS NOT EXTENDABLE. 

4. □ A SUBSTITUTE OATH OR DECLARATION must be submitted. Note the attached EXAMINER'S AMENDMENT or NOTICE OF 

INFORMAL PATENT APPLICATION (PTO-152) which gives reason(s) why the oath or declaration is deficient. 

5. □ CORRECTED DRAWINGS ( as "replacement sheets") must be submitted. 

(a) □ including changes required by the Notice of Draftsperson's Patent Drawing Review ( PTO-948) attached 

1) □ hereto or 2) □ to Paper No./Mail Date . 

(b) □ including changes required by the attached Examiner's Amendment / Comment or in the Office action of 

Paper No./Mail Date . 

Identifying indicia such as the application number (see 37 CFR 1.84(c)) should be written on the drawings in the front (not the back) of 
each sheet. Replacement sheet(s) should be labeled as such in the header according to 37 CFR 1.121(d). 

6. □ DEPOSIT OF and/or INFORMATION about the deposit of BIOLOGICAL MATERIAL must be submitted. Note the 

attached Examiner's comment regarding REQUIREMENT FOR THE DEPOSIT OF BIOLOGICAL MATERIAL. 
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EXAMINER'S AMENDMENT 

1. An examiner's amendment to the record appears below. Should the changes 
and/or additions be unacceptable to applicant, an amendment may be filed as provided 
by 37 CFR 1 .31 2. To ensure consideration of such an amendment, it MUST be 
submitted no later than the payment of the issue fee. 

Authorization for this examiner's amendment was given in a telephone interview 
with Mr. John Linzer on May 9, 201 1 . 

The application has been amended as follows: 

1 . (Currently Amended) A method of using an apparatus for card activity-based 
mortgage crediting, the method including the steps of: 

providing a digital computer operably associated with an input device and with an 
output device; 

associating, with by said digital computer, data input at said input device, the 
data representing card activity with further input data representing a mortgage of a 
property , the mortgage including principal and interest : 

determining, with- by said digital computer, a card activity reward by calculating a 
function responsive to the card activity of a cardholder; 

receiving an allocation instruction from the cardholder, the allocation instruction 
selected from among a group presented to the cardholder, the group comprising 
allocating the card activity reward to the interest of the mortgage, allocating the card 
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activity reward to the principle of the mortgage, and allocating the card activity reward to 
a combination of the interest and the principle of the mortgage; 

crediting, with by said digital computer, the card activity reward to a payment of 
the mortgage according to the allocation instruction of the cardholder, wherein if the 
allocation instruction corresponds during a year to crediting of the reward to the 
mortgage interest or to crediting of the reward to the combination, crediting the reward 
so as to produce a mortgage interest tax deduction for the year; and 

generating, with- by said digital computer at said output device, output including 
the card activity reward being credited according to the allocation instruction of the 
cardholder. 

2. (Previously Presented) The method of claim 1 , wherein the allocation instruction 
is associated, by said digital computer, with a monthly payment of the mortgage. 

3. (Currently Amended) The method of claim 2, further including: 

communicating a funds transfer, including an amount determined by the reward, 
to the cardholder by printing a check including the amount determined by the reward, 

printing a coupon including information used for carrying out payment of the 
mortgage with the check; and 

combining the check and the coupon with a statement of the card activity in an 
envelope so as to address the envelope to the cardholder. 
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4. (Previously Presented) The method of claim 1 , further including the step of: 

communicating a funds transfer, including an amount determined by the reward, 
to a mortgage servicer. 

5. (Previously Presented) The method of claim 4, wherein the communicating 
includes an electronic funds transfer, including the amount determined by the reward. 

6. (Currently Amended) The method of claim 4, wherein the communicating 
includes: 

printing a check; 

printing a coupon including information used for carrying out payment of the 
mortgage with the check; and 

combining the check and the coupon with a statement of the card activity in an 
envelope so as to address the envelope to the mortgage servicer. 

7. (Previously Presented) The method of claim 1 , further including the steps of: 

computing a forecast reflecting the crediting of the card activity for repayment of 
the mortgage; and 

generating, with said digital computer at said output device, output including the 
forecast. 
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8. (Previously Presented) The method of claim 7, wherein the allocation instruction is 
associated, by said digital computer, with an ongoing monthly payment of the mortgage. 

9. (Previously Presented) The method of claim 1 , further including the step of: 

changing from one allocation instruction from the group to another allocation 
instruction of the group in response to an instruction from the cardholder received over 
the Internet. 

1 0. (Previously Presented) The method of claim 1 , further including the step of: 

changing an allocation of the crediting of the card activity reward between the 
mortgage and a second mortgage in response to an instruction from the cardholder 
received over the Internet. 

1 1 . (Currently Amended) The method of claim 1 , further including the step of: 

generating, with said digital computer at said output device, output comprising 
the mortgage interest tax deduction computer computed for the year. 

1 2. (Previously Presented) The method of claim 1 , further including the steps of: 

combining the crediting of the card activity reward with a non-cardholder 
contribution and applying the contribution along with the reward according to the 
allocation instruction of the cardholder. 
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1 3. (Previously Presented) The method of claim 1 , further including the steps of: 

combining the crediting of the card activity reward with a direct contribution and 
applying the contribution along with the reward according to the allocation instruction of 
the cardholder. 

14. (Previously Presented) The method of claim 1 , wherein the crediting is carried 
out by associating a cardholder data file with a mortgage data file. 

1 5. (Previously Presented) The method of any one of claims 1 , 2, 7, 1 2, 1 3, 1 4, 
wherein the allocation instruction from the cardholder includes receiving the allocation 
instruction from the cardholder over the Internet. 

1 6. (Previously Presented) The method of claim 1 , further including: 

allocating a portion of the crediting between the mortgage and a charity; and 
issuing a tax deduction statement responsive to said crediting to the cardholder. 

1 7. (Previously Presented) The method of claim 1 , further including the steps of: 

computing, with said digital computer, an annual statement of said crediting; and 
communicating the annual statement to the cardholder. 
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1 8. (Previously Presented) The method of claim 1 7, wherein the step of computing 
an annual statement includes: 

computing, with said digital computer, mortgage interest paid by the crediting. 

1 9. (Previously Presented) The method of claim 1 , further including: 

communicating a funds transfer, including the amount determined by the reward, 
in carrying out the payment to a mortgage servicer. 

20. (Previously Presented) The method of claim 1 , wherein the group comprises 

allocating the card activity reward to the mortgage and to a second mortgage. 

21 . (Currently Amended) The method of claim 14, further comprising 

communicating, from the digital computer to a third party computer, the mortgage 
data file and the cardholder data file from tho d i g i ta l computer to a th i rd party computer . 

22. (Previously Presented) The method of claim 14, further comprising 

communicating, from the digital computer to a third party computer, information 
from the mortgage data file and information from the cardholder data file. 



23. (Currently Amended) The method of claim 1 , further including the step of: 

commun i cat i ng a funds transfer to allocating a portion of the card activity reward 
between the mortgage and a charity for payment of tho mortgage . 
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24. (Previously Presented) The method of any one of claims 21 , 22, further including 
the step of: 

receiving an offer from the third party, and communicating the offer to the 
cardholder. 

25. (Currently Amended) A method of using an apparatus in carrying out card 
activity-based mortgage crediting, the method including the steps of: 

providing a digital computer operably associated with an input device and an 
output device; 

associating, with- by said digital computer, data input at said input device, the 
data representing [[car]] card activity with further input data representing a mortgage of 
a property by associating a cardholder data file with a mortgage data file , the mortgage 
including principal and interest : 

determining, with- by said digital computer, a card activity reward by calculating a 
function responsive to the card activity of a cardholder; 

responding, with- by said digital computer, to an instruction of the cardholder to 
credit the card activity reward to a payment of the mortgage, by using the associated 
data files in allocating the card activity reward to the interest of the mortgage, allocating 
the card activity reward to the principle of the mortgage, or allocating the card activity 
reward to a combination of the interest and the principle, according to the allocation 
instruction; and 
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generating, with by said digital computer at said output device, output including 
the card activity reward being credited according to the allocation instruction of the 
cardholder. 

26. (Previously Presented) The method of claim 25, wherein the payment of the 
mortgage is a monthly payment of the mortgage. 

27. (Currently Amended) The method of claim 25, further including responding, 
with said digital computer, to another instruction of the cardholder so as to change the 
allocating. 

28. (Currently Amended) A method for mak i ng a digital electrical computer system 
programmed to carry out card activity-based mortgage reward crediting, the method 
i nc l ud i ng tho stops of system including : 

prov i d i ng a d i g i ta l o l octr i ca l computer and a data processing system comprising a 
digital electrical computer electrically connected to an input device for inputting data and 
to an output device; and 

programm i ng the digital electrical computer programmed to assoc i ato carry out 
the steps of associating data input at said input device, the data representing card 
activity of a cardholder with further input data representing a mortgage of a property, the 
mortgage including principal and interest, to determ i ne determining a card activity 
reward by calculating a function responsive to the card activity, te roco i vo receiving an 
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allocation instruction from the cardholder, the allocation instruction selected from among 
a group presented to the cardholder, the group comprising allocating the card activity 
reward to the interest of the mortgage, allocating the card activity reward to the principle 
of the mortgage, and allocating the card activity reward to a combination of the interest 
and the principle of the morthgago mortgage , to cred i t and crediting the card activity 
reward to a monthly payment of the mortgage according to the allocation instruction of 
the cardholder, 

wherein if the allocation instruction corresponds during a year to crediting of the 
reward to the mortgage interest or to crediting the reward to the combination, crediting 
the reward such that the cardholder has a mortgage interest tax deduction for the year, 
and to generate output including the charge card activity reward cred i t i ng being credited 
according to the allocation instruction of the cardholder , to form tho d i g i ta l o l octr i ca l 
computer system programmed for carry i ng out card act i v i ty - based mortgage reward 
cred i t i ng . 

29. (Currently Amended) A method of mak i ng a digital electrical computer system 
programmed to carry out card activity-based mortgage reward crediting, tho method 
i nc l ud i ng tho stops of including : 

prov i d i ng a d i g i ta l o l octr i ca l computer and a data processing system comprising a 
digital electrical computer electrically connected to an input device for inputting data and 
to an output device; and programm i ng the digital electrical computer programmed to 
carry out the operations of: 



Application/Control Number: 09/604,696 Page 1 1 

Art Unit: 3691 

associating data input at said input device, the data representing card activity 
with further input data representing a mortgage of a property by associating a 
cardholder data file with a mortgage data file , the mortgage including principal and 
interest : 

determining a card activity reward by calculating a function responsive to the 
card activity of a cardholder; 

responding to an instruction of the cardholder to credit the card activity reward to 
a payment of the mortgage, by using the associated data files in allocating the card 
activity reward to the interest of the mortgage, allocating the card activity reward to the 
principle of the mortgage, or allocating the card activity reward to a combination of the 
interest and the principle, according to the allocation instruction; and 

generating , w i th sa i d d i g i ta l computer at sa i d output dov i co, output including the 
card activity reward being credited according to the allocation instruction of the 
cardholder. 

30. (Currently Amended) A method of mak i ng a digital electrical computer system, 
the method including the stops of : 

prov i d i ng a d i g i ta l o l octr i ca l computer and a data processing system comprising a 
digital electrical computer electrically connected to an input device for inputting data and 
to an output device; and 

programm i ng the digital electrical computer programmed to carry out the 
operations of: 
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crediting a reward, determined by calculating a function responsive to card 
activity, to only an interest component of a monthly mortgage payment, in response to 
receiving an instruction from a cardholder over the Internet , the mortgage payment 
including principal and interest components : 

associating the card activity reward, determined by calculating a function 
responsive to card activity, with a mortgage interest tax deduction computer for the 
year; and 

generating , w i th tho d i g i ta l computer at sa i d output dov i co, output including the 
cred i t i ng of the reward, dotorm i nod by ca l cu l at i ng a funct i on respons i ve to card act i v i ty, 
to tho i ntorost component of a month l y mortgage payment, so as credited reward, to 
produce a mortgage interest tax deduction computed for the year. 

31 . (Currently Amended) A method of using an apparatus in carrying out 
computerized card activity-based mortgage reward crediting, the method including the 
steps of: 

providing a digital computer operably associated with an input device and an 
output device; 

crediting, with by the digital computer from input card activity, a reward, 
determined by calculating a function responsive to card activity, to only an interest 
component of a monthly mortgage payment, in response to receiving an instruction from 
a cardholder over the Internet , the mortgage payment including principal and interest 
components : 
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associating, with by said digital computer, the card activity reward, determined by 
calculating a function responsive to card activity, with the interest component of a 
mortgage so as to produce a mortgage interest tax deduction; and 

generating, with- by the digital computer at said output device, output including 
the cred i t i ng of tho reward, dotorm i nod by ca l cu l at i ng a funct i on rospons i vo to card 
act i v i ty, to tho i ntorost componont of tho month l y mortgage payment credited reward . 

32. (Currently Amended) An apparatus to carry out card activity-based mortgage 
reward crediting, the apparatus including: 

a d i g i ta l computer and data processing system comprising a digital computer 
operably associated with an input device for inputting data and to an output device, the 
digital computer programmed to carry out the steps of: 

associating data input at said input device, the data representing card activity 
with further input data representing a mortgage of a property , the mortgage including 
principal and interest : 

determining a card activity reward by calculating a function responsive to the 
card activity of a cardholder; 

receiving an allocation instruction from the cardholder, the allocation instruction 
selected from among a group presented to the cardholder, the group comprising 
allocating the card activity reward to the interest of the mortgage, allocating the card 
activity reward to the principle of the mortgage, and allocating the card activity reward to 
a combination of the interest and the principle of the mortgage; 
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crediting the card activity reward to a payment of the mortgage according to the 
allocation instruction of the cardholder, wherein if the allocation instruction corresponds 
during a year to crediting of the reward to the mortgage interest or crediting the reward 
to the combination, creating a cardholder mortgage interest tax deduction comprised of 
the reward crediting; and 

generating output including the card activity reward being credited according to 
the allocation instruction of the cardholder. 

33. (Previously Presented) The apparatus of claim 32, wherein the allocation 
instruction is associated, by said digital computer, with a monthly payment of the 
mortgage. 

34. (Previously Presented) The apparatus of claim 33, wherein the associating 
includes specifying a lender of the mortgage as some of said input data to correspond 
with a data input screen on a monitor operably associated with said digital computer. 

35. (Previously Presented) The apparatus of claim 33, further including a computer 
corresponding to a mortgage servicer, and wherein the digital computer communicates 
to cause a funds transfer, including an amount determined by the reward, to the 
computer corresponding to the mortgage servicer. 
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36. (Previously Presented) The apparatus of claim 33, further including a computer 
corresponding to the cardholder, and wherein the allocation instruction is communicated 
from the computer corresponding to the cardholder to the digital computer. 

37. (Previously Presented) The apparatus of claim 33, wherein the steps further 
include facilitating, with some of said output, a transfer of funds, including an amount 
determined by the reward, to the cardholder. 

38. (Previously Presented) The apparatus of claim 33, wherein the steps further 
include 

computing a forecast for repayment of the mortgage responsive to the card 
activity; and wherein: 

the step of generating output includes generating output including the forecast. 

39. (Previously Presented) The apparatus of claim 33, wherein the steps further 
include changing from one allocation instruction from the group to another allocation 
instruction of the group in response to an instruction from the cardholder received over 
the Internet. 

40. (Previously Presented) The apparatus of claim 33, wherein the steps further 
include changing an allocation of the crediting of the card activity reward between the 
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mortgage and a second mortgage in response to an instruction from the cardholder 
received over the Internet. 

41 . (Previously Presented) The apparatus of claim 33, wherein the steps further 
include: 

associating the card activity reward with a mortgage interest tax deduction 
computed for the year, and further include 

generating at said output device, output including a mortgage interest tax 
deduction computed for the year. 

42. (Previously Presented) The apparatus of claim 33, wherein the steps further 
include combining the crediting of the card activity reward with a non-cardholder 
contribution and applying the contribution along with the reward according to the 
allocation instruction of the cardholder. 

43. (Previously Presented) The apparatus of claim 33, wherein the steps further 
include combining the crediting of the card activity reward with a direct contribution and 
applying the contribution along with the reward according to the allocation instruction of 
the cardholder. 

44. (Previously Presented) The apparatus of claim 33, wherein the crediting is 
carried out by associating a cardholder data file with a mortgage data file. 
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45. (Previously Presented) The apparatus of claim 33, wherein the steps further 
include: 

allocating a portion of the crediting between the mortgage and a charity; and 
issuing a tax deduction statement responsive to said crediting to the cardholder. 

46. (Previously Presented) The apparatus of claim 33, wherein the steps further 
include: 

computing an annual statement of said crediting, including mortgage interest paid 
by the crediting; and 

generating output including the annual statement, including mortgage interest 
paid by the crediting. 

47. (Currently Amended) A method of using an apparatus, the method including: 

providing a d i g i ta l o l octr i ca l computer and data processing system comprising a 
digital electrical computer electrically connected to an input device for inputting data and 
to an output device; and 

programm i ng using the digital electrical computer to carry out the steps of: 

associating card activity with a mortgage of a cardholder, the mortgage including 
principal and interest components, the associating step comprising associating a 
cardholder data file with a mortgage data file; 

determining a reward by calculating a function responsive to the card activity of a 
cardholder; 
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crediting the reward to only an interest component of a monthly payment of the 
mortgage; 

generating, for the cardholder, output including the card activity-based mortgage 
interest reward crediting; and 

a th i rd party computer; whoro 

communicating the d i g i ta l o l octr i ca l computer commun i cates information from 
one of the files to a third party computer, and the third party computer produces an offer 
to the cardholder. 

48. (Currently Amended) The apparatus method of claim 47, further i nc l ud i ng a 
computer correspond i ng to the cardho l der, and wherein the offer is communicated to 
the a computer corresponding to the cardholder. 

49. (Currently Amended) A method of mak i ng a d i g i ta l o l octr i ca l computer system 
programmed to carry out card activity-based mortgage reward crediting, the method 
including the steps of: 

providing a digital electrical computer and data process i ng system compr i s i ng a 
d i g i ta l o l octr i ca l computer electrically connected to an input device for inputting data and 
to an output device; and 

programm i ng using the digital electrical computer to carry out the operations of: 
crediting a reward, determined by calculating a function responsive to card 
activity, to only an interest component of a monthly mortgage payment, in response to 
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receiving an instruction from a cardholder over the Internet , the mortgage payment 
including principal and interest components : 

associating the card activity reward, determined by calculating a function 
responsive to card activity, with a mortgage interest tax deduction computer for the 
year; and 

generating , w i th tho d i g i ta l computer at said output device, output including the 
cred i t i ng of the reward, dotorm i nod by ca l cu l at i ng a funct i on respons i ve to card act i v i ty, 
to tho i ntorost component of tho month l y mortgage payment, w i th credited reward, to 
produce a mortgage interest tax deduction computed for the year. 

50. (Previously Presented) The method of claim 1 , wherein the associating includes 
specifying a lender of the mortgage as some of said input data to correspond with a 
data input screen on a monitor operably associated with said digital computer. 

51 . (Previously Presented) The apparatus of claim 33, wherein the group comprises 
allocating the card activity reward to the mortgage and to a second mortgage. 

52. (Currently Amended) The apparatus of claim 33, further including a third party 
computer, and wherein the steps further include communicating, from the digital 
computer to [[a]] the third party computer, a mortgage data file corresponding to the 
mortgage and a cardholder data file corresponding to the card from the digital computer 
to the third party computer. 
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53. (Currently Amended) The apparatus of claim 33, further including a third party 
computer, and wherein the steps further include communicating, from the digital 
computer to [[a]] the third party computer, information from a mortgage data file 
corresponding to the mortgage and information from a cardholder data file 
corresponding to the card from the digital computer to the third party computer. 

54. (Previously Presented) The apparatus of any one of claims 52, 53, wherein the 
third party computer communicates an offer to the cardholder. 

55. (Previously Presented) The apparatus of claim 54, wherein the offer comprises a 
new mortgage. 

56. (Previously Presented) The apparatus of claim 54, wherein the offer comprises 
insurance. 

57. (Currently Amended) The method of any one of claims 21 , 22, 25, 29r further 
comprising merging the files. 

58. (Currently Amended) The apparatus of any ono of c l a i ms 33, 4 7 claim 33 , 
further comprising a computer corresponding to the cardholder communicating with the 
digital o l octr i ca l computer to carry out the crediting. 
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2. The following is an examiner's statement of reasons for allowance: 

The prior art most closely resembling Applicant's claimed invention are as 
follows: 

• Forward, Pat. No. 6,578,01 1 (hereinafter "Forward") 

• Ogilvie, Pat. No. 6,631,358 (hereinafter "Ogilvie") 

• Wilcox et al., Pat. No. 7,072,851 (hereinafter "Wilcox") 

Forward discloses an Internet e-commerce business method of promoting 
products to prospective customers, and instructing and enticing those prospective 
customers to deal with specific merchants by offering the customers a valuable 
incentive that is redeemable when the customer purchases from the specific merchant, 
with the merchant then providing a fee or commission to the Internet company that 
directed the customer to that merchant. Forward discloses that the incentive may 
comprise any thing of value that would encourage a purchaser to purchase the item of 
interest. For example, the incentive may comprise a rebate or a reward such as an offer 
for a free or reduced cost appliance, a cash offer, points towards closing, moving 
expenses, cleaning services, landscaping, pool installation, finished basement, alarm 
system, several months mortgage payment, vacation trip, etc. 

Ogilvie discloses tools and techniques for promoting consumer savings, and 
particularly to technical improvements and business methods which allow consumers to 
automatically and incrementally set aside savings when using a credit card or other 
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computer-assisted payment mechanism. Ogilvie discloses a number of credit card 
reward/rebates programs, such as the Principal Bank VISA card, which offers a cash 
back rewards program whereby a consumer's cash back "reward" may be applied 
toward one of the following Principal products: contributions to a Principal mutual fund; 
principal payment on a Principal consumer loan; principal payment on a Principal 
mortgage loan; deposit in a Principal bank deposit account such as a certificate of 
deposit, savings account, or money market account; contribution to a Principal variable 
annuity contract; or contribution to a Principal variable life contract. 

Wilcox discloses a system and method for administering a credit card incentive 
program, wherein a credit card issuer issues a credit card to a credit card holder, who 
has an outstanding installment loan account with a lending institution; wherein the credit 
card holder can earn a periodic rebate through use of the credit card, which rebate is in 
the form of a payment to the lending institution made by the credit card issuer on behalf 
of the credit card holder; and wherein the payment is applied against the outstanding 
principal on the installment loan account. The installment loan account may comprise 
any loan instrument, but will preferably comprise a home mortgage. 
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However none of the references, individual or in combination discloses, teaches 
or suggests the following: 

Claim 1: 

associating, by said digital computer, data input at said input device, the data 
representing card activity with further input data representing a mortgage of a property, 
the mortgage including principal and interest; 

determining, by said digital computer, a card activity reward by calculating a 
function responsive to the card activity of a cardholder; 

receiving an allocation instruction from the cardholder, the allocation instruction 
selected from among a group presented to the cardholder, the group comprising 
allocating the card activity reward to the interest of the mortgage, allocating the card 
activity reward to the principle of the mortgage, and allocating the card activity reward to 
a combination of the interest and the principle of the mortgage; 

Claim 25: 

associating, by said digital computer, data input at said input device, the data 
representing card activity with further input data representing a mortgage of a property 
by associating a cardholder data file with a mortgage data file, the mortgage including 
principal and interest; 

determining, by said digital computer, a card activity reward by calculating a 
function responsive to the card activity of a cardholder; 
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responding, by said digital computer, to an instruction of the cardholder to credit 
the card activity reward to a payment of the mortgage, by using the associated data files 
in allocating the card activity reward to the interest of the mortgage, allocating the card 
activity reward to the principle of the mortgage, or allocating the card activity reward to a 
combination of the interest and the principle, according to the allocation instruction; 

Claim 28: 

the digital electrical computer programmed to carry out the steps of associating 
data input at said input device, the data representing card activity of a cardholder with 
further input data representing a mortgage of a property, the mortgage including 
principal and interest, determining a card activity reward by calculating a function 
responsive to the card activity, receiving an allocation instruction from the cardholder, 
the allocation instruction selected from among a group presented to the cardholder, the 
group comprising allocating the card activity reward to the interest of the mortgage, 
allocating the card activity reward to the principle of the mortgage, and allocating the 
card activity reward to a combination of the interest and the principle of the mortgage, 
and crediting the card activity reward to a monthly payment of the mortgage according 
to the allocation instruction of the cardholder, 

Claim 29: 

associating data input at said input device, the data representing card activity 
with further input data representing a mortgage of a property by associating a 
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cardholder data file with a mortgage data file, the mortgage including principal and 
interest; 

determining a card activity reward by calculating a function responsive to the 
card activity of a cardholder; 

responding to an instruction of the cardholder to credit the card activity reward to 
a payment of the mortgage, by using the associated data files in allocating the card 
activity reward to the interest of the mortgage, allocating the card activity reward to the 
principle of the mortgage, or allocating the card activity reward to a combination of the 
interest and the principle, according to the allocation instruction; 

Claim 30: 

crediting a reward, determined by calculating a function responsive to card 
activity, to only an interest component of a monthly mortgage payment, in response to 
receiving an instruction from a cardholder over the Internet, the mortgage payment 
including principal and interest components; 

Claim 31: 

crediting, by the digital computer from input card activity, a reward, determined 
by calculating a function responsive to card activity, to only an interest component of a 
monthly mortgage payment, in response to receiving an instruction from a cardholder 
over the Internet, the mortgage payment including principal and interest components; 
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Claim 32: 

associating data input at said input device, the data representing card activity 
with further input data representing a mortgage of a property, the mortgage including 
principal and interest; 

determining a card activity reward by calculating a function responsive to the 
card activity of a cardholder; 

receiving an allocation instruction from the cardholder, the allocation instruction 
selected from among a group presented to the cardholder, the group comprising 
allocating the card activity reward to the interest of the mortgage, allocating the card 
activity reward to the principle of the mortgage, and allocating the card activity reward to 
a combination of the interest and the principle of the mortgage; 

Claim 47: 

associating card activity with a mortgage of a cardholder, the mortgage including 
principal and interest components, the associating step comprising associating a 
cardholder data file with a mortgage data file; 

determining a reward by calculating a function responsive to the card activity of a 
cardholder; 

crediting the reward to only an interest component of a monthly payment of the 
mortgage; 
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Claim 49: 

crediting a reward, determined by calculating a function responsive to card 
activity, to only an interest component of a monthly mortgage payment, in response to 
receiving an instruction from a cardholder over the Internet, the mortgage payment 
including principal and interest components; 

3. Any comments considered necessary by applicant must be submitted no later 
than the payment of the issue fee and, to avoid processing delays, should preferably 
accompany the issue fee. Such submissions should be clearly labeled "Comments on 
Statement of Reasons for Allowance." 

Allowable Subject Matter 

4. Claims 1-58 are allowed. 

Conclusion 

5. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to GREGORY JOHNSON whose telephone number is 
(571)272-2025. The examiner can normally be reached on Monday - Friday, 8:30AM - 
5:00PM EST. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, ALEXANDER KALINOWSKI can be reached on (571) 272-6771 . The fax 
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phone number for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 
571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 



/GREGORY JOHNSON/ 
Primary Examiner, Art Unit 3691 



